
Euphemisms
A euphemism is a phrase that is used in place of words that may be offensive or impolite. It serves to express unpleasant ideas in a polite or socially acceptable manner. Hence, euphemisms avoid the negative connotations that might arise when blunt words or phrases are used. Following are some common euphemisms, their meanings and examples of their usage:

1) Visually impaired: blind. The school at the end of the lane conducts special courses for the visually impaired.
2) Detention: confinement. The class was very disobedient today and has been assigned three hours of detention.
3) Capital punishment: death penalty. The judge showed no leniency; the murderer was sentenced to capital punishment.
4) Pass away / go to heavenly abode / six feet under: die. I have never been able to sleep peacefully since my uncle passed away. OR Even though it’s been a year since he’s six feet under, my uncle’s thoughts don’t leave me for even a day.
5) Ethnic cleansing: mass killing of the people of a particular race. Hitler justified the killing of millions of Jews in the name of ethnic cleansing, but we now know that he too was part Jewish.
6) Underachiever: a person who has performed very poorly. Since the boy is an underachiever, he will have to repeat the class and we will not be able to promote him this year.
7) Chubby / plump: fat. Sheetal! What a chubby girl you’ve become!
8) Physically challenged / differently-abled: handicapped. Please treat him with sensitivity; he is differently-abled and cannot understand if you speak very fast.
9) Golden age / golden years: old age. You have entered your golden years now, so take it easy and don’t exert yourself. 
10) Senior citizen / pensioner: old person. There is a separate queue for senior citizens; please stand in front of the other window.
11) Working class: poor. I feel very sorry for the working class – they struggle so hard and reap few rewards.
12) Developing country / Third-World nation: poor country. It is time developing countries overcome their inferiority complexes and recognize their strengths. 
13) Surveillance: spying. This store is monitored by electronic surveillance; shoplifters will be dealt with firmly.
14) Less favoured by beauty: ugly. Though she is less favoured by beauty, she makes it up with her wit.
15) Between jobs: unemployed. Rajesh is currently between jobs since his previous employer closed the company.
16) Pre-owned: used, second hand. That showroom sells good pre-owned cars.
17) Restroom: toilet [note: toilet itself was once an euphemism, but is now considered crude] Excuse me please while I visit the restroom.
18) Casualties: deaths. The landslide that hit the village was massive, however, the exact number of casualties have not yet been ascertained.
19) Downsizing: firing a large number of people in a company to reduce the total workforce, in an attempt to save costs. Since my organization has started downsizing, everyday, I keep wondering if this will be my last day here.
20) Motion discomfort bag: vomit bag. For the convenience of our passengers, motion discomfort bags have been provided under the seats. 
21) Fatally wounded: killed. The clash between the protestors and police resulted in several people being hurt and three were fatally wounded.
22) Enhanced interrogation technique / third degree persuasion: torture by the police. The police used enhanced interrogation techniques with the murderer before he confessed. 
23) Housekeeping staff: employees who clean floors and scrub dirt. That child has dropped ice cream on the floor; please notify the housekeeping staff. 
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