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1 Quotations
1. I know not with what weapons World War III will be fought, but World War IV will be fought with sticks and stones.
2. Do not worry about your difficulties in Mathematics. I can assure you mine are still greater.

3. Imagination is more important than knowledge . . . 
4. Only two things are infinite, the universe and human stupidity, and I'm not sure about the former.

5. Science without religion is lame, religion without science is blind.
6. Not everything that can be counted counts, and not everything that counts can be counted.

7. The hardest thing in the world to understand is the income tax.

Albert Einstein 

8. I don't want to achieve immortality through my work . . . I want to achieve it through not dying.

9. I was thrown out of college for cheating on the metaphysics exam; I looked into the soul of the boy sitting next to me.

10. I'm astounded by people who want to 'know' the universe when it's hard enough to find your way around Chinatown.

11. Death doesn't really worry me that much, I'm not frightened about it... I just don't want to be there when it happens.
12. When I was kidnapped, my parents snapped into action. They rented out my room.

Woody Allen

13. A banker is a fellow who lends you his umbrella when the sun is shining, but wants it back the minute it begins to rain.
14. Always do right. This will gratify some people and astonish the rest.

15. Be careful about reading health books. You may die of a misprint.

16. Don't go around saying the world owes you a living. The world owes you nothing. It was here first.

17. Grief can take care of itself, but to get the full value of a joy you must have somebody to divide it with.

18. I have never let my schooling interfere with my education.

19. In Paris they simply stared when I spoke to them in French; I never did succeed in making those idiots understand their language.

20. It is better to keep your mouth closed and let people think you are a fool than to open it and remove all doubt.

21. It usually takes more than three weeks to prepare a good impromptu speech.
22. Suppose you were an idiot and suppose you were a member of Congress. But I repeat myself.

23. The difference between the right word and the almost right word is the difference between lightning and a lightning bug.

24. The man who doesn't read good books has no advantage over the man who can't read them.

25. Truth is more of a stranger than fiction.
26. When I was younger, I could remember anything, whether it had happened or not.

27. When you cannot get a compliment any other way pay yourself one.

28. A lie can travel halfway around the world while the truth is putting on its shoes.

29. The holy passion of Friendship is of so sweet and steady and loyal and enduring a nature that it will last through a whole lifetime, if not asked to lend money.
30. A classic is something that everybody wants to have read and nobody wants to read.

Mark Twain

31. Always forgive your enemies; nothing annoys them so much.
32. Fashion is a form of ugliness so intolerable that we have to alter it every six months.
33. I am not young enough to know everything.

34. If you want to tell people the truth, make them laugh, otherwise they'll kill you.

35. Most people are other people. Their thoughts are someone else’s opinions, their lives a mimicry, their passions a quotation.

36. Selfishness is not living as one wishes to live, it is asking others to live as one wishes to live.

37. The only thing to do with good advice is pass it on. It is never any use to oneself.

38. The only thing worse than being talked about is not being talked about.

39. We live in an age when unnecessary things are our only necessities.

40. Whenever people agree with me I always feel I must be wrong.

41. Wisdom comes with winters.

42. My own business always bores me to death; I prefer other people's.
43. Experience is the name everyone gives to their mistakes.

44. We are all in the gutter, but some of us are looking at the stars.

45. What is a cynic? A man who knows the price of everything and the value of nothing.

46. We have really everything in common with America nowadays except, of course, language.

47. But what is the difference between literature and journalism?
 . . . Journalism is unreadable and literature is not read. That is all.

48. The public is wonderfully tolerant. It forgives everything except genius.

49. It is better to have a permanent income than to be fascinating.

50. There are many things that we would throw away if we were not afraid that others might pick them up.

Oscar Wilde

51. Do not speak ill of society, Algie. Only people who can't get in do that. 

Oscar Wilde, The Importance of Being Ernest
52. History will be kind to me for I intend to write it.
53. I like pigs. Dogs look up to us. Cats look down on us. Pigs treat us as equals.

54. Personally I'm always ready to learn, although I do not always like being taught.

55. Success is the ability to go from one failure to another with no loss of enthusiasm.

56. We make a living by what we get, we make a life by what we give.

Sir Winston Churchill

57. Freedom is not worth having if it does not include the freedom to make mistakes.
58. Hate the sin, love the sinner.

59. I believe in equality for everyone, except reporters and photographers.

60. The weak can never forgive. Forgiveness is the attribute of the strong.

61. You must be the change you want to see in the world.

62. An eye for an eye makes the whole world blind.

Mahatma Gandhi

63. Before you embark on a journey of revenge, dig two graves.
64. Everything has its beauty but not everyone sees it.

65. Ignorance is the night of the mind, but a night without moon and star.

66. What you do not want done to yourself, do not do to others.

Confucius

67. Beware of the young doctor and the old barber.

68. Glass, china, and reputation are easily cracked, and never well mended. 

69. God heals, and the doctor takes the fees.

70. Three may keep a secret, if two of them are dead.

71. But in this world nothing can be said to be certain, except death and taxes.

72. Fish and visitors smell in three days.

Benjamin Franklin

73. I owe my success to having listened respectfully to the very best advice, and then going away and doing the exact opposite.

G. K. Chesterton
74. Those who dream by day are cognizant of many things which escape those who dream only by night.

Edgar Allan Poe

75. Dreams come true. Without that possibility, nature would not incite us to have them.

John Updike

76. Last night I dreamed I ate a ten-pound marshmallow, and when I woke up the pillow was gone.

Tommy Cooper

77. Happiness is nothing more than good health and a bad memory.

Albert Schweitzer

78. I am a kind of paranoiac in reverse. I suspect people of plotting to make me happy.

J. D. Salinger

79. The foolish man seeks happiness in the distance, the wise grows it under his feet.
James Oppenheim

80. Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to test a man's character, give him power.
Abraham Lincoln

81. Men show their characters in nothing more clearly than in what they think laughable.

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

82. It is possible to store the mind with a million facts and still be entirely uneducated.

Alec Bourne

83. An education isn't how much you have committed to memory, or even how much you know. It's being able to differentiate between what you do know and what you don't.

Anatole France

84. To repeat what others have said, requires education; to challenge it, requires brains.

Mary Pettibone Poole

85. Education is the ability to listen to almost anything without losing your temper or your self-confidence.

Robert Frost
86. Life is a foreign language; all men mispronounce it.

Christopher Morley
87. Life is what happens to you while you're busy making other plans.

John Lennon
88. There is nothing like returning to a place that remains unchanged to find the ways in which you yourself have altered.
Nelson Mandela

89. Change your thoughts and you change your world.
Norman Vincent Peale

90. A strong positive mental attitude will create more miracles than any wonder drug.

Patricia Neil
91. A positive attitude may not solve all your problems, but it will annoy enough people to make it worth the effort.

Herm Albright

92. Complaining is good for you as long as you're not complaining to the person you're complaining about.
Lynn Johnston

93. I would never die for my beliefs because I might be wrong.

Bertrand Russell

94. I would rather have a mind opened by wonder than one closed by belief.

Gerry Spence

95. Sometimes I've believed as many as six impossible things before breakfast.

Lewis Carroll

96. The human brain starts working the moment you are born and never stops until you stand up to speak in public.

George Jessel

97. There is no mistaking a real book when one meets it. It is like falling in love.

Christopher Morley

98. I find television very educating. Every time somebody turns on the set, I go into the other room and read a book.

Groucho Marx

99. When I step into this library, I cannot understand why I ever step out of it.

Marie De Sevigne
100. A painting in a museum hears more ridiculous opinions than anything else in the world.

Edmond de Goncourt
Idioms and Phrases

1. A blessing in disguise
Something good that isn't recognized at first
2. A dime a dozen
Anything that is common and easy to get
3. A leopard can't change his spots
You cannot change who you are
4. A penny saved is a penny earned
By not spending money, you are saving money (little by little)
5. A slap on the wrist
A very mild punishment
6. Add fuel to the fire
Whenever something is done to make a bad situation even worse than it is
7. Actions speak louder than words
It's better to actually do something than just talk about it
8. All Greek to me
Meaningless and incomprehensible like someone who cannot read, speak, or understand any of the Greek language would be
9. Apple of my eye
Someone who is cherished above all others
10. Back to square one
Having to start all over again
11. Baker's dozen
Thirteen
12. Beating around the bush
Avoiding the main topic; not speaking directly about the issue
13. Bite off more than you can chew
To take on a task that is way too big
14. Bite your tongue
To avoid talking
15. Blood is thicker than water
The family bond is stronger than anything else
16. Chip on his shoulder
Angry today about something that occurred in the past
17. Come hell or high water
Any difficult situation or obstacle
18. Cross your fingers
To hope that something happens the way you want it to
19. Cry over spilt milk
When you complain about a loss from the past
20. Curiosity killed the cat
Being inquisitive can lead you into a dangerous situation
21. Cut to the chase
Leave out all the unnecessary details and just get to the point
22. Dark horse
One who was previously unknown and is now prominent
23. Dog days of summer
The hottest days of the summer season
24. Don't count your chickens before they hatch
Don't rely on it until you are sure of it
25. Don't put all your eggs in one basket
Do not put all your resources into one possibility
26. Down to the wire
Something that ends at the last minute or last few seconds
27. Drink like a fish
To drink very heavily
28. Drive someone up the wall
To irritate and/or annoy very much
29. Elvis has left the building
The show has come to an end; it's all over
30. Every cloud has a silver lining
Be optimistic, even difficult times will lead to better days
31. Field day
An enjoyable day or circumstance
32. Finding your feet
To become more comfortable in whatever you are doing
33. Flash in the pan
Something that shows potential or looks promising in the beginning but fails to deliver anything in the end
34. Get over it
To move beyond something that is bothering you
35. Give him the slip
To get away from; to escape
36. Go the extra mile
Going above and beyond whatever is required for the task at hand
37. Good Samaritan
Someone who helps others when they are in need, with no discussion for compensation, and no thought of a reward
38. Great minds think alike
Intelligent people think like each other
39. Have an axe to grind
To have a dispute with someone
40. He lost his head
Angry and overcome by emotions
41. Head over heels
Very excited and/or joyful, especially when in love
42. High on the hog
Living in luxury
43. Hit the books
To study, especially for a test or exam
44. Hit the hay/sack
Go to bed or go to sleep
45. Hit the nail on the head
Do something exactly right or say something exactly right
46. Hold your horses
Be patient
47. Icing on the cake
When you already have it good and get something on top of what you already have
48. It takes two to tango
A two person conflict where both people are at fault
49. Keep your chin up
To remain joyful in a tough situation
50. Kick the bucket
Die
51. Knee-jerk reaction
A quick and automatic response
52. Know the ropes
To understand the details
53. Lend me your ear
To politely ask for someone's full attention
54. Let bygones be bygones
To forget about a disagreement or argument
55. Let the cat out of the bag
To share a secret that wasn't supposed to be shared
56. Loose cannon
Someone who is unpredictable and can cause damage if not kept in check
57. Make no bones about something
To state a fact so there are no doubts or objections; to be open and honest about
58. Method to my madness
Strange or crazy actions that appear meaningless but in the end are done for a good reason
59. Mum's the word
To keep quiet; to say nothing
60. Never bite the hand that feeds you
Don't hurt anyone that helps you
61. New kid on the block
Someone new to the group or area
62. No dice
To not agree; to not accept a proposition
63. Not playing with a full deck
Someone who lacks intelligence
64. Off on the wrong foot
Getting a bad start on a relationship or task
65. Off the hook
No longer have to deal with a tough situation
66. Off the record
Something said in confidence that the one speaking doesn't want attributed to him/her
67. On the fence
Undecided
68. On the same page
When multiple people all agree on the same thing
69. Out of the blue
Something that suddenly and unexpectedly occurs
70. Over my dead body
When you absolutely will not allow something to happen
71. Over the top
Very excessive
72. Pick up your ears
To listen very carefully
73. Practice makes perfect
By constantly practicing, you will become better
74. Pull the plug
To stop something; to bring something to an end; to withdraw your support
75. Pulling your leg
Tricking someone as a joke
76. Raining cats and dogs
A very loud and noisy rain storm
77. Rise and shine
Time to get out of bed and get ready for work/school
78. Rome was not built in one day
If you want something to be completely properly, then it’s going to take time
79. Scapegoat
Someone else who takes the blame or is wrongly blamed
80. Scot-free
To escape and not have to pay
81. Sixth sense
A paranormal sense that allows you to communicate with the dead
82. Smell something fishy
Detecting that something isn't right and there might be a reason for it
83. Start from scratch
To do it all over again from the beginning
84. The best of both worlds
There are two choices and you have them both
85. The last straw
When one small burden after another creates an unbearable situation, the last straw is the last small burden that one can take
86. The whole nine yards
Everything; all of it
87. Tie the knot
To get married
88. To make a long story short
Something someone would say during a long and boring story in order to keep his/her audience from losing attention; usually the story isn't shortened
89. To steal someone's thunder
To take the credit for something someone else did; to steal someone’s moment of attention
90. Turn a blind eye
Refuse to acknowledge something you know is real or legit
91. Under the weather
Feeling ill or sick
92. Use your loaf
Use your head; think smart
93. Under a cloud
Under suspicion of having done something wrong
94. Variety is the spice of life
The more experiences you try the more exciting life can be
95. Wear your heart on your sleeve
To openly and freely express your emotions
96. When pigs fly
Something that will never ever happen
97. You can't judge a book by its cover
Decisions shouldn't be made primarily on appearance
98. Your guess is as good as mine
I, too, have no idea
99. You are what you eat
In order to stay healthy you must eat healthy foods
100. Zonk-out
To fall asleep quickly
English idioms and phrases involving parts of the body
1.  With one's eyes closed: very efficiently and effortlessly 
     She was such an   experienced cook that she could prepare a four course meal with her eyes closed.

2.  All ears: listen attentively
     The students were all ears when the teacher read out their marks.

3.  Apple of one’s eye: someone's favorite person
     He is the apple of his mother’s eye.

4.  Not bat an eyelid: to show no surprise or reaction
     Surprisingly, my father did not bat an eyelid when I told him that I had failed in the test.
5.  Bend (someone's) ear: talk continuously in an annoying manner
      I met an old friend this morning and she bent my ear for almost an hour about her problems at work. 

6.  Not see beyond the end of one's nose: unable to consider the future, living in the present only
    Sachin cannot see beyond the end of his nose and he has no idea about the consequences of using so many credit cards.

7.  Catch (someone’s) eye: attract someone’s attention
     I tried to catch Priya’s eye at the mall but she did not notice me. 

8.  Eye for eye / tooth for tooth: system of punishment where revenge on the criminal is the same as the crime he committed
 Eye for eye is not the solution to communal problems; it will only make us a nation of  the blind.

9.  Eye of the storm: at the centre of a controversy
    The company scandal is stressful for everybody and at the moment, the managers are   right in the eye of the storm. 

10.  Fall on deaf ears: to have one's speech ignored
 My complaints to the landlord always fall on deaf ears and no repairs are carried out. 

11.  Have an eye for: to be able to judge correctly or to have good taste
       My sister has an eye for colour and cuts and she dresses very well.

12.  Have nothing between the ears: to be stupid or unintelligent
       From her choice of a husband, it is quite evident that she has nothing between her ears.

13.  Have one's nose in the air: to be conceited or aloof
 That girl has had her nose in the air ever since she won the elocution competition.

14.  Have one’s nose to the grindstone: to work hard or keep busy at something
        Amit has his nose to the grindstone since he has to prepare for his management exams.

15.  Keep an eye on: keep a watch for
 I’m attending to the phone, please keep an eye on the milk, it is about to boil over.

16.  Poke one’s nose into: interfere
       She is unable to refrain from poking her nose into other people’s affairs.

17.  Armed to the teeth: be fully armed, have many weapons
      The robbers were armed to the teeth when they robbed the bank.

18.  By the skin of one’s teeth: by a very narrow margin
       We were able to catch the train but only by the skin of our teeth. 
19.  Word of mouth: information passed orally from person to person
       I’d rather buy products recommended by word of mouth than those endorsed by celebrities. 

20.  Wagging tongue: gossiping
       Her coming home late every night has caused tongues to wag.

21.  Have a sweet tooth: enjoy sweet food
       It’s evident from her choice of dishes that Sapna has a sweet tooth. 

22.  Hold one’s tongue: be silent, to not talk
      The thief held his tongue when asked whether he had any accomplices. 

23.  Keep a civil tongue: speak decently and politely
       I kept a civil tongue during my argument with the store clerk, though he was rude. 

24.  Keep a stiff upper lip: face trouble bravely
      We tried to keep a stiff upper lip when the company announced that they would shut down our office. 

25.  Leave a bad taste in the mouth: an unpleasant aftereffect
       The argument with the driver left a bad taste in my mouth.

26.   Lie through one's teeth: lie boldly
       That boy lies through his teeth! I’m surprised his mother trusts him. 
27.   Sealed lips: not revealing a secret
        I will not tell you where she’s gone, my lips are sealed.
28.   Live from hand to mouth: be very poor (literally refers to taking food in the hand   and directly putting it in the mouth.) 
        The affluent family that owns the bungalow once lived from hand to mouth.

29.    Pay lip service: support by words but not by actions
        The politician only paid lip service to the citizens’ woes. None of their concerns were eventually looked into. 

30.   Put one’s foot in one’s mouth: get into trouble by saying something embarrassing    My colleague put his foot in his mouth when he told everyone that he did not like the new manager, unaware that the manager’s wife was standing beside him. 
31.  Two left feet: awkward at dancing
       I love to dance but my husband has two left feet.

32.   Tongue in cheek: light-hearted, humourous  
        Don’t take his comments seriously; he always speaks tongue in cheek.

33.   Hair’s breadth: very small margin
        I missed hitting the bus by a hair’s breadth.

34.   Butterfingers: clumsy with fingers 

        She has butterfingers and is always dropping something.

35.   Right-hand man: important, trusty assistant
        Saurav is very influential; he is the chief minister’s right-hand man. 

36.  Neck deep: immersed
       He is nick deep in debt but is still taking loans.

37.  Blue blood: noble, aristocrat
       He claims that he has blue blood in his veins and comes from a family of aristocrats, but who’s to say he’s speaking the truth? 

38.  Catch red-handed: catch in the act of committing a crime
       He was caught red-handed as he tried to escape with the loot.

 39.  Green thumb: knack for gardening
       Once she retired, she displayed her green thumb by cultivating a beautiful garden in her backyard. 

40.   Slip of tongue: error while speaking
       That was a tongue of slip, oops, I mean, a slip of tongue!
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