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ACROSTIC – a series of lines or verses in which the first, last, or other particular letters when taken in order spell out a word, phrase, etc

Example: Elizabeth it is in vain you say
"Love not" — thou sayest it in so sweet a way:
In vain those words from thee or L.E.L.
Zantippe's talents had enforced so well:
Ah! if that language from thy heart arise,
Breath it less gently forth — and veil thine eyes.
Endymion, recollect, when Luna tried
To cure his love — was cured of all beside —
His follie — pride — and passion — for he died.
Edgar Allan Poe

ALLEGORY – the representation of an abstract idea through material forms and figures; description of one thing under the image of other
Example: Time, Real and Imaginary: An Allegory
--Samuel Taylor Coleridge

On the wide level of a mountain's head,
(I knew not where, but 'twas some faery place)
Their pinions, ostrich-like, for sails outspread,
Two lovely children run an endless race,
A sister and a brother!
This far outstript the other;
Yet ever runs she with reverted face,
And looks and listens for the boy behind:
For he, alas! is blind!
O'er rough and smooth with even step he passed,
And knows not whether he be first or last.
ALLITERATION – the repetition of a letter or a sound at the beginning of a succession of words.


Example: Now we will count to twelve; Mary sat musing on the lamp-flame at the table, waiting for Warren, when she heard his step. . . .
ALLUSION – a brief mention of something without going into its details     
Example: I am no Prince Hamlet.

ANTITHESIS – in which things mutually opposed in some particular idea or phrase are set over against each other. 


Example: Aunt Jennifer’s tigers prance across the screen



While greedy good-doers, beneficent beasts of prey 
APOSTROPHE – an address to the dead as if living, to the absent as if present, and to animals, objects, or ideas as if they were persons. 


Example: “Well, Mr Terror, what do you think you can do to me?”
BLANK VERSE: a verse that doesn’t rhyme 
Example: Mending Wall
                        By Robert Frost

Something there is that doesn't love a wall, 
That sends the frozen-ground-swell under it, 
And spills the upper boulders in the sun, 
And makes gaps even two can pass abreast. 
The work of hunters is another thing: 
I have come after them and made repair 
Where they have left not one stone on a stone, 
But they would have the rabbit out of hiding, 
To please the yelping dogs. The gaps I mean, 
No one has seen them made or heard them made, 
But at spring mending-time we find them there. 
I let my neighbor know beyond the hill; 
And on a day we meet to walk the line 
And set the wall between us once again. 
We keep the wall between us as we go. 
To each the boulders that have fallen to each. 
And some are loaves and some so nearly balls 
We have to use a spell to make them balance: 
'Stay where you are until our backs are turned!' 
We wear our fingers rough with handling them. 
Oh, just another kind of out-door game, 
One on a side. It comes to little more: 
There where it is we do not need the wall: 
He is all pine and I am apple orchard. 
My apple trees will never get across 
And eat the cones under his pines, I tell him. 
He only says, 'Good fences make good neighbors'. 
Spring is the mischief in me, and I wonder 
If I could put a notion in his head: 
'Why do they make good neighbors? Isn't it 
Where there are cows? 
But here there are no cows. 
Before I built a wall I'd ask to know 
What I was walling in or walling out, 
And to whom I was like to give offence. 
Something there is that doesn't love a wall, 
That wants it down.' I could say 'Elves' to him, 
But it's not elves exactly, and I'd rather 
He said it for himself. I see him there 
Bringing a stone grasped firmly by the top 
In each hand, like an old-stone savage armed. 
He moves in darkness as it seems to me~ 
Not of woods only and the shade of trees. 
He will not go behind his father's saying, 
And he likes having thought of it so well 
He says again, "Good fences make good neighbors."

CONNOTATION – to imply the possible second meaning of a word in addition to its obvious meaning 

Example: the word ‘home’ could also mean a place of comfort
COUPLET – two lines that go together and are usually rhymed, like the couplets by Rumi and Khayyam

Example: True wit is nature to advantage distressed,

What oft was thought, but ne'er so well expressed.

- Eve King

CRUX – the most important or deciding point  
Example: the crux of the argument was . . . ; the crux of communication is exchange and sharing of ideas
ELLIPSIS – the omission of a word or phrase necessary for a complete syntactical construction but not necessary for understanding 
Example: “I’m wondering . . . “, Joan said, bemused; “I am . . . “, he looked at me apologetically.
EPIC – a long serious poem telling the tale of a hero 
Example: The Mahabharata by Ved Vyasa; Iliad by Homer; Four Quartets by T. S. Eliot
EPITHET – the coupling of an adjective with a noun so that one always suggests the other.


Example: beautiful mountain scene

FIGURATIVE – giving a meaning that is different from the real, but forms a sharp picture in the mind 
Example: All the world’s a stage
FREE VERSE – a free hand poem without rhyme or rhythm and metrical pattern
Example: All truths wait in all things 
They neither hasten their own delivery nor resist it, 
They do not need the obstetric forceps of the surgeon.
- Walt Whitman
GENRE – a kind or type; e.g. the genre of epic poetry

HAIKU – a major form of Japanese verse, written in 17 syllables divided into 3 lines of 5, 7, and 5 syllables, and employing highly evocative allusions and comparisons 
Examples: In the cicada's cry
  No sign can foretell
  How soon it must die.

  No one travels
  Along this way but I,
  This autumn evening.
  - Basho

HYPERBOLE – an obvious exaggeration

Example: His hands dangled a mile out of his sleeves.

IMAGERY – the use of evocative and figurative language to form vivid mental images 
Example: "He leaped upon the rail and balanced himself there, to get greater elevation; his pipe, striking a rope, was knocked from his mouth. He lunged for it; a short, hoarse cry came from his lips as he realized he had reached too far and had lost his balance. The cry was pinched off short as the blood-warm waters of the Caribbean Sea closed over his head."

An extract from The Most Dangerous Game by Richard Connell

IRONY – an expression in which the writer/speaker says the opposite of what he means.


Example: It was celebration time for all the tigers inhabiting Pratibandapuram.

ITERATION/REPETITION – repetition of sounds or words or images to emphasize on it.


Example: The little old house was out with a little new shed. 

LIMERICK – a funny poem of five lines with a certain rhyme and rhythm
Example: The limerick packs laughs anatomical

In space that is quite economical, 

But the good ones I've seen

So seldom are clean,

And the clean ones so seldom are comical.
- Anonymous 
LYRIC – a poem that describes a poet’s feelings and thoughts (sonnets and odes are lyrics)
Example: I heard a fly buzz when I died
I heard a fly buzz when I died;
The stillness round my form
Was like the stillness in the air
Between the heaves of storm.
- Emily Dickinson
METAPHOR – an implied comparison between two things of unlike nature. ‘Like’ and ‘as’ are omitted. 


Example: Brian was a wall, bouncing every tennis ball back over the net. 
Here, Brian is being compared to a wall, since he keeps returning all the tennis balls.
METER – arrangement of words in regularly measured, patterned, or rhythmic lines or verses
Example: That time of year thou mayst in me behold
NARRATIVE – the telling of stories or events
Example: If you could keep awake (but of course you can't) you would see your own mother doing this, and you would find it very interesting to watch her. It is quite like tidying up drawers. You would see her on her knees, I expect, lingering humorously over some of your contents, wondering where on earth you had picked this thing up, making discoveries sweet and not so sweet, pressing this to her cheek as if it were as nice as a kitten, and hurriedly stowing that out of sight. When you wake in the morning, the naughtiness and evil passions with which you went to bed have been folded up small and placed at the bottom of your mind and on the top, beautifully aired, are spread out your prettier thoughts, ready for you to put on.
An extract from Peter Pan by James Barrie
OCTET – a group of eight lines of poetry; also called octave
Example: When I consider how my light is spent
Ere half my days, in this dark world and wide,
And that one talent which is death to hide,
Lodged with me useless, though my soul more bent
To serve therewith my Maker, and present
My true account, lest he returning chide;
"Doth God exact day-labor, light denied?"
I fondly ask; but Patience to prevent

- An extract from On His Blindness by Milton
ODE – a serious lyric poem that has the formal structure of a stanza, written in honour of a person or thing
Example: An extract from Ode to the West Wind (by Percy Bysshe Shelley)
O wild West Wind, thou breath of Autumn's being,
Thou, from whose unseen presence the leaves dead
Are driven, like ghosts from an enchanter fleeing,

Yellow, and black, and pale, and hectic red,
Pestilence-stricken multitudes: O thou,
Who chariotest to their dark wintry bed

The wingèd seeds, where they lie cold and low,
Each like a corpse within its grave, until
Thine azure sister of the Spring shall blow

Her clarion o'er the dreaming earth, and fill
(Driving sweet buds like flocks to feed in air)
With living hues and odours plain and hill:

Wild Spirit, which art moving everywhere;
Destroyer and preserver; hear, oh, hear!
ONOMATOPOEIA – the use of sounds that suggest the meaning of the word


Example: buzzed, cracked 

PERSONIFICATION – gives to animals, to inanimate objects or to abstract ideas the characteristic of a person.


Example: Then she turns to those liars, the candles or the moon; wind yells while blowing; the night is my friend.
PUN – the use of words where a word could have more than one meaning, or of    different words that sound the same. It is a play on words. 

Example: We must aim for better billings. ‘Billings’ refers to publicity as well as    money.
RHYTHM – a regular, repeated pattern of sounds and stresses
Example: Thirty days has September, 
April, June and November. 
All the rest have 31, 
Except February alone,

Which has 28 days clear,

And 29 in each leap year.
SIMILE – an expressed comparison between two things of unlike nature. ‘Like’ or ‘as’ is used to make the comparison.


Example: Like rootless weeds, the hair torn round their pallor; the rain falls like the sun; he’s as brave as a warrior.
SONNET – a 14-line poem that rhymes in a certain pattern
Example: On His Blindness
When I consider how my light is spent
Ere half my days, in this dark world and wide,
And that one talent which is death to hide,
Lodged with me useless, though my soul more bent
To serve therewith my Maker, and present
My true account, lest he returning chide;
"Doth God exact day-labor, light denied?"
I fondly ask; but Patience to prevent
That murmur, soon replies, "God doth not need
Either man's work or his own gifts; who best
Bear his mild yoke, they serve him best. His state
Is Kingly. Thousands at his bidding speed
And post o'er land and ocean without rest;
They also serve who only stand and wait."

- Milton
SYMBOLISM – the use of things as symbols of a meaning or an idea

Example: ‘black’ can be the symbol of ‘night’
THEME – the topic or subject matter
Example: writing a poem on the theme of nature, or a piece of writing on the spiritual theme
TRANSFERRED EPITHET – the use of an adjective normally used for other nouns.


Example: When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie.
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