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How to Develop Vocabulary

If you have been teaching for quite some time, chances are you’ve come across all kinds of kids, and have faced all kinds of problems with regards to imparting both speaking and writing skills in them. Vocabulary forms an integral part of improving expression. One doesn’t need a large vocabulary in order to express oneself. The simplest of words can be used to convey a meaning and to move others, but as all able teachers know, a richer knowledge of words enhances the ability to think and understand concepts more clearly. Words are the pegs on which we hang our thoughts. One begins to see different aspects of the same thought, view it from all sides, and to effectively put it forward verbally or in writing. When you start learning more words you also add to your ability to acquire more and newer information.
Each word has its own impact. Pick up any set of synonyms and you’ll see what this means – frank, honest, candid – all carry their own individual impression on the mind. These nuances matter, and hence, expanding the vocabulary matters.
So, as a teacher, how do you go about developing your students’ vocabulary?

A. Inculcate reading: Some students are naturally inclined towards reading. It doesn’t take much effort to draw their attention towards expanding vocabulary, since a love for the language often underlies a love for reading.
Every time they encounter a new word they can note it down in a notebook maintained for this purpose and later look up the meaning in a dictionary.

Students who’re not much into reading need to be slowly nudged into it. Learning about their taste would help you select books for them. Fairy tales, non-fiction, travelogues, fantasy, mystery, thrillers, or comics – it can be anything! As a teacher you can inspire them to develop the reading habit. Talk to them about books that hold a special significance for you, ask them about a book they’ve recently read – what they thought of it, did they like the way it was written, etc. Once you’ve introduced your students to the joys of reading there’d be no turning back for them.

Reading is an ongoing learning process. Over time, readers consciously or unconsciously move from one level of reading to the next. Their thought-process and depth of understanding improve with each good book they read. They also subconsciously begin picking up new words and using them in everyday communication. It goes without saying that their confidence with the language also increases.  

B. Writing exercises: As students learn new words every day, short writing assignments would be a great way to affix the words to their memory. You may ask them to write two brief summaries of a book, one in simple words and the other in not-so-routine words. Apart from keeping the students interested, it would be a good mental exercise. 
You may also want to encourage them to maintain a journal. Some students, if not all, would definitely take to the idea. In any case, you can always keep altering the kind of writing assignments you give them. A small paragraph on a current event and what they think of it, their take on a popular story, an informal write-up on a subject they enjoy studying the most, or an essay on something informative – you can come up with as many ideas as you like! Keeping the students involved in writing alongside reading would benefit them twofold.

C. Speaking exercises: Debates, discussions and seminars in class provide students with more opportunities to practice the new words that they’ve learnt. You may want to fix one day of the week as Speaking Day, to ensure that the speaking aspect of the language doesn’t get overlooked in the middle of all other ongoing learning activities. It is important to develop the verbal expression of students as much as their ability to effectively put their thoughts in writing.

A discussion of a chapter recently covered in class, a debate on a pre-decided topic, or a seminar on a relevant social issue, are just some of the ideas you may want to explore. A good speaking exercise is a great activity to indulge the mind and to get the whole class involved. It boosts confidence while enhancing verbal expression of students.

D. Crosswords and word-games: Crossword puzzles are a fun and exciting way for students to enhance their vocabulary. You may formulate a crossword on a set of new words recently learnt by students, and present it on the blackboard for all to solve. Word games like scrabble, fill-ins, code words, etc., also help in the vocabulary-building process. Apart from being interesting and challenging, all these activities are fun and a great way to get the whole class involved into learning new words.
A good vocabulary not only makes one a better writer and communicator but also goes a long way in building a rewarding career in today’s world. A good grasp over the language coupled with the ability to intelligently use the right words from a wide range of vocabulary is greatly appreciated and acknowledged today in every field. It thus becomes imperative for a teacher to consciously work towards improving his/her students’ knowledge of words. 
Teaching Students to Use a Dictionary Effectively

The dictionary is a great tool to build vocabulary but often students do not know how to make full use of it. Teachers need to keep a few things in mind while teaching, since a dictionary is quite often referred to. 

1. Teach synonyms: Often, a synonym is all a student needs to understand a new word in context.

2. Teach antonyms: Not all words have antonyms, but thinking about antonyms requires students to identify the relevant aspect of a word. For example, the word ‘kind’ means category, type, variety, or considerate, but its antonym, unkind, narrows the focus to only one of its meanings, i.e. ‘considerate’.
3. Rewrite definitions: Definitions given in a dictionary can be confusing for students. Asking students to re-write the definition in their own words would help them remember the meaning of that word.
4. Ask for examples: Ask students to use the newly learnt words in sentences of their own. The examples they give may be based on personal experience (My grandmother is very kind.) or drawn from textbooks (Mother Teresa was a kind person.). This is a great way to see whether they’ve really understood the meaning of the word.
5. Discuss the difference between new words and related words: A discussion of the word ‘stupendous’ along with its possible implications as ‘great’, ‘huge’, or ‘tremendous’ would help students better understand the subtle differences between these words. 
6. Discuss the meaning of the same word in different sentences: If a word is used and presented to students in only one sentence, it would limit their understanding of it to one particular context. Since a word can have multiple meanings, each context must be highlighted in different sentences using the same word.
Teaching word-parts
Teaching word-parts to students helps them understand the formation of words and in some cases, guess their meanings. There are some frequent affixes in English which can be taught in class. The two word-parts are   

1. Prefixes: an affix placed before a base or another prefix, for example, encounter, enact, implicit, foretell, etc.
2. Suffixes: an affix that follows the element to which it is added, for example, fearful, reading, friendly, equality, etc. 

	
	Prefix
	Suffix

	1. 
	anti-
	-ful

	2. 
	de-
	-ous, -eous, -ious

	3. 
	dis-
	-ly

	4. 
	en-, em-
	-er, -or (agent)

	5. 
	fore-
	-ic

	6. 
	in-, im-, il-, ir- (not)
	-ing

	7. 
	in-, im- (in)
	-able, -ible

	8. 
	inter-
	-ment

	9. 
	mid-
	-less

	10. 
	mis-
	-y

	11. 
	non-
	-ion, -tion, -ation, -ition

	12. 
	over-
	-al, -ial

	13. 
	pre-
	-ity, -ty

	14. 
	re-
	-ed

	15. 
	semi-
	-ive, -ative, -tive

	16. 
	sub-
	-ness

	17. 
	super-
	-er (comparative)

	18. 
	trans-
	-en

	19. 
	un-
	-s, -es

	20. 
	under- (too little)
	-est


The Basics of Phonetics

The symbols that represent the pronunciation of a word in a dictionary are called phonetics. These symbols usually follow the words, just before their meaning. An understanding of phonetics ensures correct pronunciation of words when you look them up in a dictionary. Here is a list of both vowel and consonant phonetic symbols used in the English language and the sounds they produce.

	
	Vowels
	Pronunciation

	1. 
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	cup    drum     rough

	2. 
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	arm     fast

	3. 
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	cat     flat

	4. 
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	bed     ten

	5. 
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	ago     neve(r)     potato

	6. 
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	third     bird     nurse

	7. 
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	ship     fit

	8. 
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	alien     happy

	9. 
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	feet     see

	10. 
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	what     got     shot

	11. 
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	saw     short

	12. 
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	actual     visual

	13. 
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	food     too

	14. 
	ʊ
	took     foot     put

	15. 
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	five     sky     light

	16. 
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	there     care     hair

	17. 
	әʊ
	home     low     float

	18. 
	ʊә
	pure     tour

	19. 
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	play     page     say

	20. 
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ʊ
	tower     flower     now

	21. 
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	boy     join     toy

	22. 
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	fea(r)     here     nea(r)

	

	
	Consonants
	Pronunciation

	1. 
	p
	pen     soup

	2. 
	b
	bad     web

	3. 
	t
	dot     tea

	4. 
	d
	did     stand

	5. 
	k
	cat     desk

	6. 
	g
	bag     got     great

	7. 
	t∫
	chicken     chin     match

	8. 
	dʒ
	June     page

	9. 
	f
	fall     safe

	10. 
	v
	voice     wave

	11. 
	θ
	bath     thin

	12. 
	ð
	bathe     then

	13. 
	s
	so     rice

	14. 
	z
	rose     zip

	15. 
	∫
	she     wash

	16. 
	ʒ
	measure     vision

	17. 
	h
	how     who

	18. 
	m
	man     some

	19. 
	n
	no     mutton

	20. 
	ŋ
	singer     tongue

	21. 
	l
	leg     metal

	22. 
	r
	red     train

	23. 
	j
	menu     yes     yellow

	24. 
	w
	wild     wet     why


The first two pages of a dictionary usually have an index comprising the basic phonetic symbols and the examples of sounds that each of the symbols produce. 

The advantage of learning phonetics is that you would become self-reliant in learning the correct pronunciation of every new word you add to your vocabulary. Frequent references to the dictionary would gradually improve your understanding of the symbols and the sounds they produce.
How to Cultivate Reading

Reading is considered the single most rewarding hobby a child can indulge in. It thus becomes imperative for the English teacher to try and cultivate the reading habit in his/her students. All children are not natural readers but all children alike enjoy listening to stories. The teacher can thus begin at the primary stage itself. When a good story is being read out in class, all children listen to it and enjoy it. At some level it imbibes in them the joy of reading.

Reading out stories to students in class is like taking their hands and guiding them into the magical world of books. They see the characters and faraway places described in the story, feel their emotions, get affected by the twists and turns of the plot, and explore the environs of the human imagination. Over time, students develop preferences about the kind of stories they enjoy most. They want to explore similar stories on their own. That is the time to guide them. That is the time to hand them books they’d enjoy.

It is not always possible to understand the preference of every child in your class with regard to the books he/she enjoys. Therefore, it is best to stick to books that have successfully captured children’s interest for decades. Books like Peter Pan, Alice in Wonderland, Robinson Crusoe, for primary classes; Famous Five, Nancy Drew, and Harry Potter for middle-level classes; and Diary of Anne Frank, Tolkien’s books, Jane Austen’s books, or even books by contemporary authors like Dan Brown, Robert Ludlum, or Jhumpa Lahiri, for higher classes. Once you successfully incite an interest for books in your students, it will only take a slight prodding to take them to the next level, which is, exploring on their own.

Another step you may want to consider as a teacher is encouraging parents to read to their children at home. At parent-teacher meetings you may explain to the parents how a child picks up hobbies at home. A child whose parents are avid readers has more chances of getting interested in reading as compared to a child who has never seen his/her parents read. 

The following briefly explains the role of a teacher in inculcating the reading habit in students.

· Read out to your students in the classroom. Select the story/book according to their level.

· Encourage students to read something (a portion of a long story, or a complete short story) in front of the class. Make sure that every student gets a chance to read.

· Ask students to write their thoughts in a paragraph or two, about the story that was read; how did they find the story, what did they like or not like about it and why. Ask them to read their reviews to the class one by one.

· Assign books to your students, which they are to read within a specified time, depending on the length of the book. Ask them to write their individual reviews of the book to be read out later to the class.

· Divide the class into groups of 4 or 5 and ask each group to work on a plot and write a story, complete with characters and situations. You may want to give them specific themes for their stories (like fantasy-based, boarding school based, etc.). One student from each group would be required to read the story of the group to the class on a set day.

· Encourage parents to read to their children – anything from bed-time stories to passages from popular books.

· Encourage students to pick books of the genre they enjoy reading. Ask them to try and read at least a few pages every night before going to bed.

You can come up with many innovative ideas of your own to cultivate reading in your students. Remember – reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body!
Developing Verbal Expression

Verbal expression is the ability to speak with an individual or before an audience and express one’s opinions clearly and effectively. It can be developed in students in the classroom right from the start. The three key components of successful verbal expression are: 

1. Knowing what to say

2. Linking sentences logically

3. Assertiveness

Knowing what to say: In order to convey one’s thoughts on any topic, one first needs to identify what those thoughts are. In other words, first and foremost, one needs to form a clear opinion in the mind, of what one wishes to communicate.

Linking sentences logically: Once an opinion is formed, it needs to be supported systematically with logic and reasoning. Each sentence spoken must be logically connected so that the listeners don’t lose track of what one is trying to say. 

Assertiveness: Confidence is the underlying secret for a successful verbal expression. It is not just the content but also the manner in which it has been conveyed that affects the listener(s). It thus becomes vital to know exactly what one wishes to convey and then say it loud and clear, with obvious ease.

Imparting Verbal Expression in the Classroom

Discussions, debates and seminars in the classroom provide students with ample opportunities to improve their verbal expression. A teacher can facilitate the process by taking care of a few things:

1. Decide on a topic

2. Give students time to think it over

3. Give them tips on how to speak effectively before the class 

Decide on a topic: Discuss and finalize in your class the possible topics for a speaking exercise (discussion, debate or seminar).

Give students time to think it over: As stated earlier, each speaker first needs to be clear about what he/she intends to say. Once a topic for discussion is set, the students must be given time to think about the topic to be able to form their own opinions on it. During this time the students can be asked to understand and view the topic from all perspectives. You can also ask them to form a rough sketch in their minds of where they’d like to begin and the points they’d like to give to support their view while presenting it to the class.  

Give them tips on how to speak effectively in front of the class: It would help the students enormously if the teacher gives them tips on how to present their views in front of the class effectively. Some of the tips can be 

· speak loud and clear

· be relaxed

· if necessary, note down keywords from the points you’d like to make

· smile and be at ease

· try to maintain eye-contact

· don’t stop if you make a mistake – everybody makes mistakes. Just correct your mistake and move on to the next point.
Developing Writing Skills

Ample writing practice is as much a priority of a teacher as any other aspect of the English language. Constant development of vocabulary and verbal exercises are directly related to how a student expresses himself/herself in writing. Forming logically linked sentences and paragraphs to convey the desired meaning may come as a challenge to some students. Thus, the approach of teachers in developing the writing skills of their students should be such that every student gains at least some degree of confidence from it. 

The initial stage – where to begin: Writing can be great fun if the subject on which students are required to write is something that directly affects them or something they all have thought about at some point of time. Writing assignments on such a subject would make for a great starting point. There is a variety of genres today in writing exercises to choose from – paragraph, diary entry, speech, essay, article, a short story, poem, report – it can be anything. 

The main idea is to impart the ability to express oneself clearly in written words, to be able to say what one wants to say, and say it in a manner that reaches the listener. The different kinds of writing exercises are the tools to realize this aim. 

The practice stage – taking it forward: Once you start giving writing assignments to your students from time to time, and get them involved and interested to some degree, you can introduce them to the more formal kind of writing. This would include writing letters to editor, letters of complaint, writing a notice, a newspaper report, etc. 
Verbal exercises like a debate or a discussion in the class can be used to set writing assignments as well. A topic discussed in class always stimulates opinions, and the students would find it easier later, to put their opinions on paper. It would be a challenge for them to put their point across in a convincing manner, and this would only make them strive harder to improve their style of writing. Apart from taking weekly or monthly tests you may also want to try small writing competitions in the class. 


Ideas for Writing Exercises

1. Write in a paragraph or two what you thought about the chapter, and which aspects particularly interested you and why.
2. Write a short story involving the characters you’ve just read the story of. Think of what their lives would possibly be ten years hence. Build your story around your imagination.
3. Write a letter to a friend telling him about a debate recently held in your class. Tell him/her about your participation in it and what you thought of the topic. Give reasons to support your opinion.
4. Write a report on a recent class discussion you participated in.

5. You read a lesson in class about an important global/environmental issue. Write an essay expressing your thoughts on the same. Include how an individual can work towards that cause.

6. Write a speech on a relevant topic, either for or against, to be delivered in class. Give reasons to support your say. The topic can be something like the importance of computer education in today’s world or why do you think teenagers today are/are not more aware and whether it favours them.   
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